
ONEIDA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Bill Lewis, Choirmon Ken Elioson Brion Jeppsen

Regulor Commissioners Meeting
09 Morch 2026 - 9:00AM

Meeling locolion: Evenl Center
459 South Moin Sfreef, Molod City, ldoho 83252

lN ATTENDANCE: Commissioner Choirmon Bill Lewis, Commissioner Brion Jeppsen, ond
Commissioner Ken Elioson.

Commissioner Lewis opened the meeting ond Commissioner Elioson led oll in the
pledge ond o proyer.

Approve Agendo
Prior to opproving the ogendo, Commissioner Lewis requested thot on item be odded
to the ogendo in order to schedule o speciol meeting regording the Rood Sofety
Gront for Old Highwoys l9l ond 37.

Commissioner E/ioson moved to opprove the ogendo os presented ond to
odd, under discussion only, fhe Rood Sofefy Gront for Old Highwoys l9l ond 37.
Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. Allvoted oye. Motion corried.

Consenl Agendo, Poymenl of Cloims, ond Approvol of Meeting Minutes
Commissioner E/ioson motioned to occept the consenf ogendo, which inc/udes
the poyment of c/oims ond opprovol of lhe meeting minutes from the regulor
meeting on Februory 23 ond the public heoring on Morch 5. Seconded by
Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried.
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Fund Description
GENERAL FUND/CURRENT EXPENSE
ROAD AND BRIDGE
AIRPORT
AMBULANCE
DISTRICT COURT
FAIR, COUNTY
JUSTICE FUND
PARKS & RECREATION
REVALUATION
WEEDS
CONSOLI DATED ELECTIONS

PILT
E-911

DRUG COURT/SPC CT. COORDINATOR
TOTAL: s 65,840.00
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Speciol Meeling for lhe Rood Sofety Gronl for Old Highwoys l9l & 37 ltimesromp 00:06:t0)

The Boord of County Commissioners (BOCC) will hold o speciol meeting on Thursdoy,
Morch 12,2026, of 9:00 o.m. in the Old Commissioners' Room of the County
Courthouse to oddress the Rood Sofety Gront for Old Highwoys l9l ond 32. No oction
wos token.

Minules from 02.09.2026 - Amend Ploceholder [Nomel in the Event Center Trees
Molion (pg. 9) lo Reflect Commissioner Elioson's Nome [fimestomp: 00:0e:2t)

The minutes from the Febru ory 9, 2026, meeting were corrected to include the nome
of the Commissioner who seconded the motion under the Event Center Trees ogendo
item. The Boord opproved the corrected minutes.

Commissioner Lewrs moved to omend the Februory 9,2026, meeting minufes to
reflect thot Commissioner E/ioson seconded the motion under the Event Cenfer
Irees ogendo item. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion
corried.

Denied Permil ond Developmenl Code Issues - Bloke Love /fimestomp:00:tt:0e)
Bloke Love oppeored before the Oneido County Boord of Commissioners to discuss
concerns regording the Oneido County Development Code. Mr. Love stoted there
ore oreos of confusion within the code ond expressed concern thot the code moy
become more bureoucrotic ond burdensome rother thon serving its intended
purpose of ossisting the citizens of Oneido County.

Mr. Love cited concerns regording fees, modificotions to deportment policies, ond
provisions of the code thot moy be open to interpretotion. He referenced setbock
requirements os on exomple, stoting he believed the public setbock should be 30
feet rother thon the 60 feet currently required in the code for occessory structures in

ogriculturol zones.

Commissioner Lewis commented thot when the code wos initioted in the foll of 2022,
it wos not perfect ond hos since undergone multiple omendments. Choirmon Lewis

odded thot members of the public moy submit suggestions for potentiol
development code updotes by completing the form ovoiloble on the county
website.

The Boord of Commissioners recommended thot Mr. Love present the exomples he
discussed to the Plonning ond Zoning Boord for further discussion ond review. No

decisions were mode.

Revisions to Rood Use Ordinonces /rimesromp: 0o:4t:t9 to & t:08:43)

The Boord of Commissioners discussed the county grovel policy ond the need to
revise the 2009 ordinonce to clorify violotions ond estoblish enforceoble penolties

when individuols olter or perform work on county roods without notifying the Rood

ond Bridge Deportment. The current ordinonce locks specific enforcement provisions,

which hos limited its effectiveness.
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The Boord indicoted support for revising the ordinonce ond developing o winter
mointenonce ogreement. The Boord olso supported including the ogreement in
building permit pockets ond moking the informotion ovoiloble on the county website.

Commissioner Lewis moved to delegote o committee, potentiotly inctuding
Commissioner Elioson, Attorney Lyle Fuller, ond Rood Superviso r Dionno Dredge,
to propose o new ordinonce for rood mointenonce thot provides enforceoble
county highwoy stondords. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes.
Motion corried.

Non-Compliont Approoch€S (rimestom p:00:4t:t9 to & t:08:43)

The Boord of Commissioners discussed non-compliont opprooches to county roods,
including situotions where opprooches or olterotions occur without prior coordinotion
with the Rood ond Bridge Deportment. The Boord noted thot cleorer ordinonce
longuoge ond enforceoble provisions moy help oddress these situotions os port of
proposed revisions to the rood use ordinonce. Additionolly, citizens who wish to houl
grovel must follow guidelines set by the Rood ond Bridge Deportment.

Commissioner E/ioson moved fo occept the county grovelhouling opplicotion
permit. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. AIl oyes. Motion corried.

R&B - Overtime Requesl for Morch lo Blode Roods (rimesfomp: 0t:07:oe)

Rood ond Bridge (R&B) Supervisor Dionno Dredge requested opprovol for overtime
hours. The deportment hos four groders, ond one must hove o roller behind it;
therefore, the overtime would be limited to five employees from 6:00 o.m. to 4:00 p.m.
on Fridoy. This expense is within the opproved budget.

Commissioner E/ioson moved to opprove overtime for fhe Rood ond Bridge
Deportment for groding roods on Fridoy, with the overtime to be poid out
rother thon occrued os comp time. Seconde d by Commissioner Jeppsen. A//
oyes. Motion conied.

Rocky Mountoin Power Substotion Updole - Sleve Leichty - l0:00 orn {trmestomp:0t:t2:4e)
Steve Liechty, Regionol Business Monoger with Rocky Mountoin Power, provided on
updote on the substotion repoir project currently underwoy, which moy toke up to o
yeor to complete. A temporory mobile substotion with one breoker hos been instolled
to mointoin service, including supporting the grid in Molod ond hondling odded
summer loods from heot ond irrigotion. Due to copitol constroints, meoning limited
funds ore currently ovoiloble, full reconstruction moy not be completed until2027 .

The Boord commended Rocky Mountoin Power for restoring power within 14-l6 hours
following the cotostrophic event on December 2,2025, which coused o mojor
outoge impocting thousonds of residents in ond neor Molod. Mr. Liechty will provide
periodic updotes ond does not onticipote issues beyond the copitol constroints. The
Boord olso thonked Rocky Mountoin Power for community gronts oworded in the
post, ond Mr. Liechty expressed RMP's support. No motions were needed for this
progress updote.
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Forest Service - tiberly Gold/Blqck Pine Gold Mine Projecl Updote - I0:15 om
(timestomp: 0l:19:55)
Heidie Torreoldoy, Regionol Geologist ond Minerols Progrom Leod for the USDA Forest
Service lntermountoin Region, provided on updote on the Liberty Gold / Block pine
Gold Mine Project. She wos joined by Bryce Anderson, Pocotello Assistont Field
Monoger (BLM); Bloine Newmon, Pocotello Field Monoger (BLM); Kyson Crofoot,
Pocotello Field Office Geologist (BLM); ond Elisobeth Compbell, Community Relotions
Coordinotor (Liberty Gold). The updote gove the Boord the opportunity to osk
questions obout the project's progress.

Ms. Torreoldoy exploined the Notionol Environmentol Policy Act (NEPA) process,
noting thot publicotion of the droft NEPA will lounch the first public comment period
for the Mine Plon of Operotions. A public meeting is tentotively scheduled of Roft
River High School on April 1 5,2026, with o virtuol meeting on April 14,2026.

The Fixing Americo's Surfoce Tronsportotion (FAST4l ) process, which provides
oversight for permitting, review, ond tronsporency wos olso discussed. Agencies
involved include the Bureou of Lond Monogement, USDA Forest Service, ldoho
Deportment of Environmentol Quolity, ldoho Deportment of Londs, ond the Office of
Energy ond Minerol Resources. The NEPA process is onticipoted to be completed by
2028.

A proposol is under considerotion with the ldoho Tronsportotion Deportment ond
Federol Highwoys to construct o new on/off romp of Stone/Block pine Rood for light
vehicle troffic. Heovy loods will use Highwoy 30 of Snowville, Utoh, with costs covered
by Liberty Gold. Public feedbock, including from the Juniper community, moy result in
odditionol olternotives.

The totol Bureou of Lond Monogement disturbonce is estimoted of opproximotely,|,000 
ocres, which moy offect ronchers' grozing oreos ond livestock movement

ocross the freewoy. No oction wos required, os this wos on informotionol updote.

Resolution No. 2026-03-01 lo Accept ldoho Division of Aeronoutics Gront Acceplonce
- Airport Runwoy tighting & Threshold Displocement /rimesromp;0t:4t:oo)
Kothy Roy, Airport Secretory, provided on updote on the Airport Runwoy Lighting ond
Threshold Displocement Project. Mrs. Roy reported thot J-U-B Engineering Services,
lnc. (JUB) inspected the oirport, prepored o proposed scope of work to develop
engineering cost estimotes, ond confirmed the project is eligible for o no-motch gront
of up to $675,000 through the ldoho Tronsportotion Deportment (lTD) Division of
Aeronoutics. Engineering work is onticipoted to toke opproximotely two months
before the project proceeds to bid for electricol ond eorthwork components. The
project must be completed by 2028, ond the Airport Boord hopes work con begin this

yeor.

Steffen Verdin, Plonning ond Development Monoger with the ITD Division of
Aeronoutics, ossisted in preporing o comprehensive proposol outlining potentiol
future needs of the oirport, including hongor exponsion, fencing, electricol upgrodes,
ond o generotor, to guide priorities once gront funds become ovoiloble.
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Attorney Lyle Fuller clorified thot the consultont selection process wos conducted
through o request for quolificotions rother thon o competitive bid. The proposed
ocknowledgement letter from the County confirms the selection of J-U-B Engineers,
lnc. (JUB) os the consultont, ollowing them to begin evoluoting the scope of work.
Attorney Fuller noted thot o seporote ogreement outlining the consulting services is

expected to follow.

Commissioner Jeppsen moved fo sign the notice from Oneido County notifying
the Sfote of ldoho of the Airport Boord's recornmendotion of J-U-B Engineering
Services os the se/ected engineering firm for the Atport Lighting Project.
Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson.

Airporl Gronl Acceptonc€ /rimesto mp: ot :55:25)

The Boord of Commissioners considered Resolution No. 2026-03-01, outhorizing
occeptonce of o no-motch gront of up to $675,000 from the ldoho Division of
Aeronoutics (IDOA) for the Airport Runwoy Lighting ond Threshold Displocement
Project. The resolution does not specificolly identify J-U-B Engineers, lnc. (JUB), who
were previously selected vio o request for quolificotions os the project consultont, but
opproves occeptonce of the gront funding.

Commissioner E/ioson moved fo occept Oneido County Resolufion No. 2026-03-
01, opproving the gront ogreernent between Oneido County ond the ldoho
Division of Aeronoufics in the omount of $675,000 for the Atport Runwoy
Lighting ond lhresho/d Disp/ocement Project, ond to outhorize the signing of
fhe reso/ufion ond gront ogreement os reod by the commissioners prior to the
meeting. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried.

Weeds - Troiler Purchose /timestomp: 02:02:27)

County Weed Supervisor Cody Clyde submitted informotion for the Boord's review
regording four potentiol troilers for purchose to house the weed-sproying drone ond
reloted equipment. An enclosed troiler would occommodote the drone, its
equipment including the generotor used to rechorge the drone botteries, ond o 4-

wheeler. The romps would ollow Mr. Clyde to lood the generotor without ossistonce,
providing him with everything needed while in the field. Purchose would use ovoiloble
Weed Deportment copitol funds.

Commissioner Elioson moved to opprove the purchose of on enc/osed troiler for

the Weed Deportmenf 's drone, using fhe Weed Deportment Copif ol Budget.

Seconde d by Commiss ioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried-

Weeds - S'Yeor Plon ltimestomp:02:t3:45)

County Weed Supervisor Cody Clyde presented elements of the Weed Deportment's

five-yeor plon, including ocquisition of o new building, purchose of the recently

oppioved drone troiler, stoffing considerotions for o full-time opprentice or seosonol

technicion, ond budget clorificotions regording county focility sproying ond potentiol

odjustments to the regulor weed budget' No decisions were mode'
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Plot Mop Approvol - Monson Conyon Subdivision / Mike Asoy (rimesromp: 02:34:53)

Dorlo Tombough, Plonning & Zoning Administrotive Assistont, presented the plot mop
for the Monson Conyon Subdivision of 5.l00 West off North Doniels Rood in Molod,
ldoho. She reod o letter from Plonning & Zoning Administrotor Rhondo Neol
recommending opprovol, nofing the project meets county code for minor
subdivisions, oll documentotion hos been completed, presented fees hove been
poid, ond no public concerns remoin. Ihe plot hos been signed by oll required
porties.

Commissioner Jeppsen moved to opprove signing the Monson Conyon
Subdivision plot mop os presenfed. Seconded by Commissioner Elioson. All
oyes. Motion corried.

On Coll Poy for Sheriff's Deporlment lfmestomp:02:40:35)
Sheriff Doug Willioms discussed on-coll poy for the deportment with the Boord of
Commissioners ond requested opprovol of o $3 per hour on-coll rote, which equotes
to $1 1,360. lf on officer is colled out, they would clock in for regulor poy, with o
minimum coll-out period of two hours before returning to the on-coll rote.

Commissioner E/ioson moved to increose the on-colltime to $3.00 per hour for
the Sheriff's Deputies, refrooctive to Februory 22,2026. Seconded by
CommissionerJeppsen. All oyes. Motion conied.

Sheriff: Hiring Proclices (residenl of the County) /rimestomp: 02:53:2e)

Sheriff Doug Willioms brought to the Boord of Commissioners o discussion regording
residency requirements for deputies. Concerns were roised obout distonce, the use of
potrol vehicles when living outside the county, ond potentiol turnover if deputies
move to positions in their home counties. Two oppliconts from neighboring counties
were noted. A suggestion wos mode to consider purchosing o property thot could be
rented by o deputy, with costs potentiolly offset by improved retention ond reduced
fuel expenses. No decisions were mode.

Sheriff: Comp-Time Prefereflc€ /timestomp: 03:24:26)

Shoron Jutilo with SMJ Consulting confirmed with Sheriff Doug Willioms thot
deportment employees moy choose to occrue comp time or receive poy for

overtime. County policy does not currently specify o comp-time procedure, so Foir

Lobor Stondords Act regulotions opply. Employees in the Sheriff's Deportment hove

submitted letters indicoting they prefer overtime poy rother thon occruing comp
time. The Boord discussed sending o memo to current employees regording opting

out of comp time ond noted thot ony refinements to the policy will be oddressed of o

future meeting. Clerk Lon Colton suggested poying out occrued comp time ond

discontinuing the progrom. No decisions were mode'

ICRMP Premium Discount Letter [fmesfomp; -03:36:34)

Choirmon Bill Lewis referenced o letter from the county insuronce provider, ICRMP,

stoting thot o low enforcement liobility deductible of $50,000 per covered

occurrence will be introduced, but could be woived when members complete the

opplicoble onnuol ossessments for potrol ond detention (for counties operoting their
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own joil). The letter noted thot for the upcoming policy yeor, 2026-2027, which renews
on October 1,2026, the ossessments for Oneido County hove been completed, ond
the liobility deductible for low enforcement hos been woived. Choirmon Lewis
thonked Sheriff Willioms for his prooctive efforts in ensuring employees hod completed
their ossessments ond were troined, which reduced the ossessed risk with the
insuronce compony. No oction wos required.

Credit Cord Policy Updoles /rimestomp: 03:37:58)

The Boord of Commissioners reviewed o revised credit cord policy, which included
minor updotes for clorificotion. Chonges oddressed longuoge regording grotuities,
tips, ond room service when using o county credit cord, os well os o note regording
spending limits for the corporote credit cord occount.

Commissioner Jeppsen moved to opprove fhe Oneido County Employee ond
E/ecfed Officiols Credit Cord Policy, os omended on Morch 9, 2026. Seconded
by Commissioner Elioson. A// oyes. Motion corried.

Collection Agency Agreemenl lfimestom p: 03:43:43)

The Boord of Commissioners discussed entering into on ogreement with CBP Affilioted
Services of Pocotello to ossist in collecting unpoid fines ond fees. CBP Affilioted
Services would hondle collections of no cost to the county. Under the ogreement, the
county would receive 100% of collected debt once CBP's collection fee is sotisfied.
While poyments ore being opplied toword CBP's fee (up to33% billed to the debtor),
the county would receive B0% of eoch poyment, with the ogency retoining 20%.

ldoho low requires the county to moke o reosonoble ottempt to collect debts ond
mointoin records, including providing of leost one written notice. The Boord noted
thot entering into the ogreement would increose the court clerk's worklood.

Commissioner E/ioson moved fo sign the co//ecfion service ogreement wifh CDI

Affitioted Services doing business os CBP Affilioted Services. Seconded by
Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion conied.

Tree Moinlenonce Plon ol the Courlhouse Grounds ftimestomp: 04.07:44)

Clerk Lon Colton wolked the courthouse grounds with Arborist Trevor Robbins to ossess

the heolth of the trees. The north-side crobopple tree closest to the roodwoy hos

undergone significont pruning, ond systemotic pruning over the next five yeors could

help mointoin the trees' heolth. The south-side crobopple tree olso requires core. A
pine tree on the courthouse property shows signs of decline ond beetle infestotion.

This tree will be oddressed of o future meeting ofter the orborist does o full ossessment

ond report.

Options discussed included pruning the existing crobopple trees to prevent fruit from

dropping onto sidewolks ond plonting odditionol 2-inch trees opproximotely 15 yords

*"it, ollowing them to estoblish before potentiolly removing the current trees.

Another option wos to remove the trees ond ploce o bench or lorge decorotive rock

with on engroving.
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Estimoted costs were $800 to prune the two trees ond opproximotely $690 for the new
trees (if the order is picked up with the Event Center tree order). lf the order is ploced
ofter the Event Center tree order is picked up, the cost would increose to $990.
Suggested species included ook, mople, or linden.

Commissioner Jeppsen moved to hove Arborist Trevor Robbins with Heolthy
Greens remove the northern-mosf crobopple free on the courthouse /own ond
continue pruning fhe trees on lhe soufh. Seconded by Commissioner Elioson. All
oyes. Motion corried.

Tempered Gloss Tops for Attorney Tobles in the Courlroom /rimesromp: 04:23:t7)

The Boord of Commissioners discussed instolling tempered gloss on the ottorney toble
tops in the courtroom to protect the soft wood surfoces. Hess Lumber provided o
quote of $500 for the tempered gloss.

Commissioner E/ioson moved to purchose fhe tempered g/oss fops for fhe
ottorney fobles in the courtroom from Hess Lumber for $500, fo be token from
LATCF funds. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. A//oyes. Motion conied.

County Employee Troining lhrough NACO /timestomp: 04:25:t5)

The Boord of Commissioners discussed high-performonce leodership closses
recommended by the Notionol Associotion of Counties (NACO). Clerk Lon Colton,
who porticipoted in the progrom o few yeors ogo, exploined thot the troining
includes projects, reoding ossignments, ond video excerpts from professionols in the
field, ond described the overoll experience os positive ond beneficiol. The Boord
noted thot NACO offers scholorships ond occosionol discounted pricing for the
courses ond indicoted they will reoch out to deportment heods to gouge interest in
porticipotion.

Commissioner Jeppsen moved to empower Clerk Lon Co/fon fo present the
opportunity for NACO troining courses to deportment heods ond to report in
fwo weeks on who willbe utilizing the troining opportunify. Seconded bY

Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes. Motion corried.

Executive Session Prolocol /timestomp: 04:33:t 8)

The Boord of Commissioners discussed procedures for executive sessions, including
hoving discussion prior to moking o decision rother thon moving directly into o
motion. The Boord olso discussed the best time to hold executive sessions during the
meeting. No decisions were mode.

*** Meeting odjourned by 2:00 Pm***

ACffi*
Bill Sho Dorius, Deputy Clerk
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